THE  HONOURABLE   ROBERT
BOYLE
[Born 1627. Natural philosopher and chemist. He was the
fourteenth child of the great Earl of Cork. His voluminous writings
exhibit vividly the fruitfulness of the experimental method, and His
observations added greatly to existing knowledge, especially in regard
to pneumatics : his experimental proof of the proportional relation
between the elasticity and pressure of gases is still known as Boyle's
Law. It was Robert Boyle, in his Skepticall Chymist (1661), who
destroyed the Elements of the Ancients and gave to the word its modern
meaning. One of the founders of the Royal Society, he declined the
presidency from a scruple about oaths. His interest in religion was so
intense that he taught himself as much Greek and Hebrew as sufficed to
read the Old and New Testaments, so as not to have to rely on translations.
A Chaldee grammar I likewise took the pains of learning) he continued,
to be able to understand that part of Daniel, and those few other portions of
Scripture that were written in that tongue ; and I have added a Syriac grammar
purely to be able one day to read the divine discourses of our Saviour in His own
language. He was Governor of the Corporation for the Spread of the
Gospel in New England from 1661 to 1689, and a Director of the East
India Company. He died in 1691.]
T
HE Honourable  Robert   Boyle, Esq., that   profound
Philosopher,   accomplished   Humanist,   and   excellent
Divine, I had almost sayd Lay-Bishop,  as  one hath
stiled Sir Henry Savil, was borne at Lismor in the County of
Corke.  He was nursed by an Irish Nurse, after the Irish manner,
wher they putt the child into a pendulous Satchel! (insted of a
Cradle) with a slitt for the Child's head to peepe out.
When a boy at Eaton was verie sickly and pale. Went
to the University of Leyden. Travelled France, Italy, Switzer-
land. I have oftentimes heard him say that after he had seen
the Antiquities and architecture of Rome, he esteemed none
any where els.
He speakes Latin very well, and very readily, as most men
I have mett with. I have heard him say that when he was young,
he read over Cowper's Dictionary: wherin I thinke he did
very well, and I beleeve he is much beholding to htm for his
Mastership of that Language.
His father in his Will, when he comes to the Settlement
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